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During a June 11 ceremony, Honduran political and military leaders attended a special ceremony
to dissolve Honduras's military-controlled secret police (Direccion Nacional de Investigaciones,
DNI), which had been implicated in the disappearance, assassination, and torture of thousands of
Hondurans. The DNI's disbandment is part of President Carlos Roberto Reina's program to transfer
authority over police and intelligence agencies from the armed forces to civilian government
authorities.
The DNI, which had operated with total impunity since its formation in 1963, was dissolved
as a result of persistent charges of human rights violations and corruption. The formal closure
ceremony took place just four days after 500 DNI agents turned in their weapons and shut down
the DNI offices. During the June 11 event, which President Reina did not attend, many former DNI
agents and officers were decorated by armed forces chief Gen. Luis Alonso Discua Elvir. Discua
praised the agents for their service saying, "They have done their duty despite all the opposition
and the ungratefulness." Among those decorated was Col. Juan Blas Salazar, who human rights
organizations say was involved in a number of disappearances during the 1980s. There has been
widespread resentment within the ranks of DNI personnel over dissolution of the agency.
Some DNI agents have warned that if they do not receive adequate severance benefits, they might
turn to crime. One agent told reporters, "If they don't give us our benefits, the citizens will have to
pay. Although the government took away our regulation weapons, we still have AK-47's at home."
However, according to Col. Mario Hung Pacheco, commander of the military- controlled Public
Security Force (FUSEP), the 500 ex-DNI agents will be transfered to FUSEP, which would make the
issue of benefits a moot point. A new Criminal Investigations Bureau (Direccion de Investigacion
Criminal, DIC), with an entirely civilian force, will replace the DNI. The DIC will be comprised
of four subdivisions judicial investigations, intelligence, forensic matters, and anti-narcotics all
of which will operate under the direction of the country's Public Prosecutor, Edmundo Orellana,
appointed by the National Congress in March of this year. In turn, Orellana will work out of the
newly created Public Ministry.
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